
KAILUA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 31

519 WANA’AO ROAD  KAILUA, HAWAII 96734
PHONE: (808) 768-3710  FAX: (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: www.honolulu.gov/nco

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board system – Established 1973

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017
KAILUA RECREATION CENTER

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Chuck Prentiss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a quorum of 15 members
present. Note: This 19-member Board requires 10 members to establish quorum and to take official Board action.

Board Members Present: Larry Bartley, Matthew Darnell, Susan Dowsett, Michael Espenan, Tim Freeman, Judy
Fujimoto, Bill Hicks, Vernon Hinsvark, Malina Kaulukukui, Levani Lipton (arrived at 7:12 p.m.), Scot Matayoshi, Paul
Mossman, Teresa Parsons, Chuck Prentiss, Claudine Tomasa, Donna Wong (arrived at 7:12 p.m.), and Jeffrey
Zuckernick.

Board Members Absent: Gary Weller.

Guests: Lieutenant John Asing (Honolulu Police Department); Captain Dale Mosher (Honolulu Fire Department);
Senator Laura Thielen; Janine Tully (Representative Ken Ito’s office); Andrew Pereira (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s
office); Paige McMullin and Shelby Lovecchio (Blue Zones Project); Tiffany Patrick (Marine Corps Base Hawaii);
Herman Co and Derek Mukai (Community Planning and Engineering); Debbi Gianstein, Deborah Pope, Renee
Ramsey, Lueia You, Paul Brennan, Rene Morgan, Chuck Burrows, Beth Anderson, Stann Reiziss, Charleen
Essling, Laura Steele, Bob Bourke, Glenn Uyeshiro (residents); Dylan Whitsell (Neighborhood Commission Office).

Announcements: Neighborhood Board Elections: Chair Prentiss announced that the Neighborhood Board elections
are underway and the last day to vote is Friday, May 19, 2017.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) – Captain Dale Mosher reported the following:

 April 2017 Statistics: There was one (1) structure fire, three (3) nuisance fires, 13 activated alarms (no fire),
90 medical emergencies, six (6) motor vehicle crash/collisions, two (2) mountain rescues, and two (2)
hazardous materials incidents.

 Fire Safety Tip: Wildland Fire Preparedness: Every year, wildland fires, also known as brush fires, can
cause great damage in our communities. By working together, residents can better protect their property
and neighborhood from a wildland fire. The following are steps homeowners can take:

o Clear leaves and other vegetative debris from roofs, gutters, porches, and decks. This helps to
prevent embers from igniting your home.

o Remove flammable materials such as dead vegetation and wood piles from within 30 feet of your
homes foundation.

o Keep your lawn hydrated and maintained. If your lawn is dry, cut it down to reduce fire intensity.
Dry grass and shrubs are fuel for brush fires.

o Have a plan in place if you must evacuate.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD) – Lieutenant John Asing reported the following:
 April 2017 statistics: There were seven (7) motor vehicle thefts, nine (9) burglaries, 34 thefts, and 10

unauthorized entries into motor vehicles (UEMVs).
 Safety Tip: Always lock your car doors. Even if your car is parked in your driveway, always make sure to

keep your car doors locked to help prevent theft.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed: Follow up: Regarding the question of if there is a way to see the
statistics of how many burglars are caught, Lieutenant Asing said finding the actual statistics can be difficult
because there are eight (8) different police districts which handle their own paperwork.

Donna Wong and Levani Lipton arrived at the meeting at 7:12 p.m.; 17 Board members present.

Marine Corps Base Hawaii (MCBH): Tiffany Patrick reported the following:
 Training Exercise: Marines stationed in Hawaii and California are currently at a training exercise in Darwin,

Australia.



KAILUA NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 31 THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES PAGE 2 OF 6

 Volunteer Appreciation Month: April was Volunteer Appreciation Month at MCBH. Over 62,657 hours of
volunteer work were given over the past year.

 Surf n Turf 5K: For more information on the Surf n Turf 5K event, please visit mccshawaii.com.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Night Activity: Resident Renee Ramsey voiced her concern over military action at night, such as loud

planes flying over the area. Lately this has been happening at the very early hours of the morning. Patrick
responded that the military needs to be prepared for any situation and part of that includes night training.
The military tries to finish their training at a reasonable time but there are occasions where they may run a
bit late.

2. Current Affairs: Resident Stann Reiziss voiced his concern regarding what he believes is a lack of
infrastructural planning in the event of a potential attack on the Hawaiian Islands. Patrick noted the
concern.

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative – Andrew Pereira reported the following:
 Abandoned Vehicles: The Department of Customer Services (CSD) will provide a placard that marks a

vehicle as abandoned that you can receive if you would like to have your car picked up. This is to help
speed up the process of removing abandoned vehicles.

 Follow-up: Regarding opening the Kapaa Transfer Station earlier to accommodate residents who may want
to drop off bulk garbage before work, the Department of Environmental Services (ENV) is currently
evaluating the feasibility of opening the site earlier on weekdays without impacting resident safety and
collection truck ingress and egress.

 Follow-up: Regarding the installation of a light at Kuulei Road across from the McDonald’s, the project is
currently in the design phase and the funds will be allocated in fiscal year 2018. The City Council is
currently in the process of approving the budget.

 Follow-up: Regarding garbage pickup on left hand side, one way residential streets, ENV has stated that
left hand side houses are not able to receive automatic side-loader pickup from the garbage collection
trucks, so the City is currently evaluating an alternative solution which includes a pilot program on the North
Shore that could potentially fix the issue.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Kalaheo 10-acre site: Chair Prentiss asked if there were any updates on the Kalaheo 10-acre site

development and Pereira responded that the project is still in the very early stages and there has yet to be
any requests for proposal (RFPs).

2. Affordable Housing: Wong asked how much of the 10-acre site would be affordable housing units or if the
entire parcel would be affordable housing. Pereira stated that under the Mayor’s concept, a certain
percentage would have to be affordable housing units. Pereira would follow up on the exact number.

3. Vacation Rentals: Bartley stated there is a problem with houses being used illegally as vacation rental
homes which essentially takes them off the housing market. Rather than continuing to build more houses,
there should be more enforcement of stopping illegal vacation rentals.

4. Foundation: Chair Prentiss asked and Pereira responded that there are some issues with land movement
in the Kalaheo Hillside area and so right now RFPs are waiting to be issued for developers who may be
interested in developing the area despite the geological factor. Pereira would follow up with the DPP to see
if any additional geological surveys have been done and what the current status is.

5. Vacation Rentals (continued): Hinsvark stated that fines for illegal vacation rentals are too low to deter the
activity. If the City needs additional funds, increased fines for operation of an illegal vacation rental home
would be a good way to collect revenue. Pereira would take the issue back to the mayor and DPP.

6. Evidence: Parsons stated that she cannot see why an online sting operation cannot be used as evidence of
an illegal commercial business and cited that other agencies do this often. She stated that the allocation of
resources needs to be adjusted.

7. Garbage Collection: Espenan stated that four (4) years ago the same answer was given regarding a pilot
program on the North Shore that would help alleviate the problem of trash collection on one way streets.
Pereira stated he would follow up with a more detailed response.

Governor David Ige’s Representative – Dannette Wong Tomiyasu reported the following:
 Follow-up: Regarding a question of it there is a way to track the governor’s goals to see if they are met,

Tomiyasu responded that the governor’s progress can be tracked on the Aloha Plus Challenge website at
http://dashboard.hawaii.gov/ahola-challenge.

 Follow-up: Regarding how the governor plans to double local food production by 2020 when many
agricultural lands are being developed for residential use, Tomiyasu responded that the State is moving
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forward to balance housing needs and agricultural needs. Progress can be monitored on the Aloha Plus
Challenge website.

 Mosquito Season: Tomiyasu announced that it is now the season for mosquitos. Use insect repellant and
protective clothing, and remove standing water from your property to help reduce mosquitos and mosquito
bites.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. City and State: Wong stated that while she appreciates the effort to balance housing and farming land, she

believes that there is a disconnect between the City and State on property disputes and at this time more
focus should be on protecting agricultural land.

2. Fallout Shelters: Resident Stann Reiziss voiced his concern at the lack of military defense on the island,
and noted that there is a significant lack of fallout shelters. Reiziss would like to know what the governor’s
plans are for public safety in the event of the need for fallout shelters. Chair Prentiss noted that there is a
lot of military defense on the island so it is not like the island is completely defenseless.

RESIDENT AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS
1. Blue Zones: Paige McMullen from the Blue Zones Project gave a brief presentation on Blue Zones Project,

which is a health and well-being initiative with the goal of making healthy choices easier. The latest
development is the organization of walking groups to inspire healthier lifestyles. A competition will be held
for competing walking groups with the chance to win trips or prizes.

2. Kailua Beach Park: Resident Debbi Glanstein noted the increase of illegal canoe tours at Kailua Beach
Park, however she wanted to state that one (1) of the tour companies called Kailua Ocean Adventures is a
legally operating business with permits and that it was not fair for the company to face harsh criticism.

3. Ka’elepulu Stream: Resident Debbi Glanstein voiced her concern over Ka’elepulu Stream which is very
polluted and it seems that it is not being taken care of.

4. Presentation: Chair Prentiss noted that the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) gave a
presentation at the last month’s board meeting to discuss illegal canoe activity and details on permits.

5. Kailua Fireworks: The Kailua Fireworks Show is on schedule for Tuesday, July 4, 2017. The show will start
at 8:00 p.m. For more information, visit http://kailuafireworks.com.

6. Enchanted Lakes: Resident Bob Bourke noted that people may think Enchanted Lakes is polluted as a lot
of runoff enters into the water which makes it appear to be murky. Bourke stated that the roads should be
cleared more often and it would help with runoff going into the water, giving the impression that it is
polluted. He suggested a ban on parking on Keolu Drive every week at a designated time so that the road
can be cleared.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
Senator Laura Thielen – Senator Laura Thielen reported the following: Updates: Regarding the rail tax, no bill
passed as the Senate and House were not able to reach an agreement. Governor Ige was asked to extend the
session but he said no. The House accepted the resignation of its current Speaker and elected a new Speaker of
the House. The Senate Ways and Means (WAM) chair has been removed and the vice chair will be appointed as
the new chair. Senator Thielen voiced her concern over the rising expenses of the rail project and that maybe it is
not the best solution to continue with the idea of building the rail as fast as possible no matter the cost.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Larger Issues: Bartley stated his disappointment in the legislation giving so much attention to AirBnB. He

stated the AirBnB vacation rental issue was part of a larger problem and if the AirBnB bill had passed then
it would give license to any company that would like to get a tax license. Senator Thielen stated that using
the name AirBnB is a face for an ongoing issue.

2. Illegal Activity: Darnell asked why nobody can decide on the AirBnB bill. Senator Thielen stated that AirBnB
is using a federal law which supersedes state law that offers protection as the company claims it is a
platform but is not responsible for the advertisements from internet users. However, online businesses
must post their tax number online, otherwise there can be a civil suit.

3. Maunawili Falls Trail: Resident Deborah Pope asked about the appropriation of funds introduced regarding
land acquisition and what land will be purchased. Senator Thielen stated that a study was done and the
Maunawili Falls trailhead could be moved while still being located on private property. The landowner has a
legal obligation to maintain access to the trail to the public but at least the regulation of traffic would have
less impact on the community by moving the trailhead.

4. Clarification: Resident Renee Ramsey asked and Senator Thielen clarified that there is a law where if
someone advertises their housing unit for short term rental, they must have their transient accommodations
tax (TAT) license posted.
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Representative Ken Ito – Janine Tully reported the following:
 Rail: Tully stated that Representative Ito does support the rail but it was a difficult decision.
 Updates: Tully provided a handout describing some of the updates from Representative Ito’s office.

Regarding Maunawili, discussions continue with Honolulu Rapid Transit (HRT), landowners of the Royal
Hawaiian Golf Course, the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP), DLNR, and Maunalili Estates
Community Association (MECA). HRT has been granted a continuance of six (6) months, on the contested
case hearing regarding the Conditional Use Permit (CUP). In the meantime, MECA will continue to press
for a more immediate solution regarding the trail entrance on Kelewina Street because of safety concerns.

Questions comments and concerns followed:
1. Stairway to Heaven: Hicks asked and Tully responded that Representative Ito opposes opening the Haiku

Stairs.
2. Maunawili: Wong asked if a representative from HRT would be available for discussions as the situation is

much larger than just moving the trailhead.
3. Road: Zuckernick asked if Representative Ito’s district could address a wide right shoulder at the

intersection of Mokapu Boulevard and Oneawa Street. Tully stated she would follow up.

Representative Cynthia Thielen – No representative was present; a newsletter was provided.

Representative Chris Lee – No representative was present; no report was provided.

Councilmember Ikaika Anderson – No representative was present; no report was provided.

Senator Jill Tokuda – No representative was present; no report was provided.

PRESENTATIONS
Kailua Road Sewer Pump Station Maintenance Project: Herman Co of Community Planning and Engineering gave
a brief presentation on improvements that will be made to the Kailua Road sewer pump station. Co provided a
slideshow describing the replacement of a section of the pipe. The City and County of Honolulu would like to be
proactive in replacing the 50 year old pipe before it becomes an issue. The current project will replace a section of
18-inch diameter sewer pipe which is about 40 feet long. Construction will be maintained mostly within the pumping
station boundaries. Community Planning and Engineering has been doing public outreach to notify residents of the
construction.

Questions, comments, and concerns followed:
1. Clarification: Co stated that rather than digging up the older pipe to inspect it, the City decided to just

replace the section of pipe at the same time to be proactive. The driveway will be dug up but no other major
roads will be impacted by the construction.

2. Runoff: Parsons asked and Co stated that there are cautions being taken to make sure that runoff from dirt
removal does not go into the nearby stream. The contractor will plan to move the dirt offsite while
construction takes place.

3. Pipe Diameter: Wong asked and Co stated that there are no changes to the diameter of the pipe. It will be
the contractor’s responsibility to test the soil for any contaminants if the soil is moved off-site. Hicks asked if
the soil was suitable then if the contractor could just put it back. Co stated that these plans will be
determined by the contractor and Community Planning and Engineering will work with the board to follow
up on any questions.

BOARD MOTIONS

Motion 1: Chair Prentiss moved and Wong seconded that the Kailua Neighborhood Board No. 31
recommends that the entire Objective B under Section V. “Transportation and Utilities” in the draft General
Plan be deleted, and more appropriately addressed as a new “Objective and Policies” under Section III.
“Natural Environment and Resource Stewardship.”

Discussion followed:
1. Clarification: Hicks asked and Chair Prentiss clarified that there is no objection to the wording but just its

placement in the draft General Plan.
2. Appropriate: Matayoshi stated that he believes the placement of Objective B is appropriate as it is not

discussing protection of water or water conservation but instead on how to get water to residents, therefore
it would be appropriate to call it a utility.
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The motion that the Kailua Neighborhood Board No. 31 recommends that the entire Objective B under
Section V. “Transportation and Utilities” in the draft General Plan be deleted, and more appropriately
addressed as a new “Objective and Policies” under Section III. “Natural Environment and Resource
Stewardship” WAS ADOPTED by MAJORITY VOTE, 11-3-3; (AYE; Bartley, Freeman, Fujimoto, Hinsvark,
Lipton, Mossman, Parsons, Prentiss, Tomasa, Wong, Zuckernick; NAY: Matayoshi, Hicks, Darnell; ABSTAIN:
Kaulukukui, Dowsett, Espenan).

Motion 2: The Kailua Neighborhood Board No. 31 endorses the opening of an off-leash dog park in
Windward Oahu, and supports the efforts of the Windward Dog Park Hui to find a suitable parcel to
establish such a facility for the benefit of the community at large.

Discussion Followed:
1. Support: Matayoshi voiced his support of this motion as he thinks it is a good idea that would greatly benefit

the community.
2. Support: Janine Tully voiced that she was appreciate of the board considering the issue and hope it would

pass.
3. Clarification: Wong asked and Tully clarified that the project is not yet committed to a site but is just looking

to gather support for the project.

The motion that the Kailua Neighborhood Board No. 31 endorses the opening of an off-leash dog park in
Windward Oahu, and supports the efforts of the Windward Dog Park Hui to find a suitable parcel to
establish such a facility for the benefit of the community at large WAS ADOPTED by UNANIMOUS
CONSENT, 17-0-0; (AYE; Bartley, Darnell, Dowsett, Espinda, Freeman, Fujimoto, Hicks, Hinsvark, Kaulukukui,
Lipton, Matayoshi, Mossman, Parsons, Prentiss, Tomasa, Wong, Zuckernick; NAY: None; ABSTAIN: None).

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Kailua Neighborhood Board No 31 APPROVED the Thursday, April 6, 2017 regular meeting minutes by
UNANIMOUS CONSENT, 17-0-0; (AYE; Bartley, Darnell, Dowsett, Espinda, Freeman, Fujimoto, Hicks, Hinsvark,
Kaulukukui, Lipton, Matayoshi, Mossman, Parsons, Prentiss, Tomasa, Wong, Zuckernick; NAY: None; ABSTAIN:
None).

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Planning and Zoning Committee: Wong reported on the discussion of moving the trailhead at Maunawili trail.
Information is being gathered on the process of working together with the various groups to find a solution to
moving the trailhead and minimizing safety issues. Resident Paul Brennan stated that the Queen’s Retreat
deserves the upmost respect but in the last few decades has faced many issues. The site deserves care and
restoration. Brennan gave testimony of issues that have risen with hikers and homeless persons. Chair Prentiss
agreed that the issue could find a peaceful resolution if the various groups involved could get together. Chair
Prentiss stated that DPP is waiting on HRT for more information.

Parks and Recreation Committee: No report was given. The next meeting will be on Thursday, May 18, 2017 from
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Kailua Recreation Center, Arts and Crafts Room.

Transportation and Public Works Committee: No report was given. The next Transportation and Public Works
Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, May 11, 2017, 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Kailua Recreation Center, Arts
and Crafts Room.

Government and Community Services Committee: Matayoshi stated that there will be one more attempt to get a
redesign for the maps of Kailua that are handed out to tourists. The committee wants to provide constructive
feedback. The next Government and Community Services meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 17, 2017, 7:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Kailua Recreation Center, Arts and Crafts Room.

Public Safety, Public Health, and Civil Defense (PSPHCD): No report was given. The next Public Safety, Public
Health, and Civil Defense meeting will be on Thursday, May 11, 2017 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Kailua
Recreation Center, Arts and Crafts Room.

Treasurers Report: Hinsvark reported spending of $54.94, for a remaining balance of $260.62.

Chair’s Report: Vice Chair Darnell reported the following: Agendas: The Committee agendas for the Thursday
regular meeting mailout on Thursday, June 1, 2017 are due to the Chair by Sunday, May 21, 2017.
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ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m.

Submitted by: Dylan Whitsell, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed by: Relley Araceley, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed and finalized by: Chair Chuck Prentiss


